Sir,
Competency-based medical education (CBME) is an outcome-oriented approach for the delivery of medical education, wherein the competencies expected of a medical student (undergraduate or postgraduate) are defined well in advance. [1] The entire process is often termed as a reverse planning model, as the educators/administrators work in the reverse direction. [1] For instance, to accomplish a specific competency in a medical student, specific information pertaining to the topics to be covered, set objectives, adopted teachinglearning method and methods for assessment, so that at the end of the course the student can be competent. [1, 2] It is important to introspect the need for the transition from traditional approach to CBME approach? [2, 3] The answer to the same can be explained by the fact that over the years, the health needs of the community are quite varied, and in order to address these needs, the health personnel have to proportionately upgrade and expand their skills. [2] [3] [4] In the existing medical education teaching system, the quality of a budding doctor is determined by the education approach and strategies adopted within the institution. [3, 4] The analysis of the medical education delivery system has identified multiple shortcomings in the existing pattern and it has been realized that in order to produce an Indian medical graduate, significant reforms in the teaching-learning-assessment is the need of the hour. [1, 4] It can also be put forth like we are in the need of students who are socially responsive and adequately equipped in their professional practice. [1] To supplement and deal with the shortcomings of traditional form of education, CBME is a well-thought and scientific approach, which gives more emphasis on formative assessment, neutralizes subjectivity, and assesses a student based on the predefined criteria. [2] [3] [4] [5] The approach is quite flexible and encourages adoption of innovative teaching-learning methods, with a single aim to make students competent. [3, 4] Thus, it has been decided by a panel of experts to ensure curricular delivery through competency-based approach within the undergraduation period. In fact, the process has begun across all the medical colleges in the entire nation through sensitization session of all faculty members and curricular implementation support program in a phase-wise manner. However, it is important to realize the challenges associated with the implementation of the curriculum in all the medical colleges. [4] [5] [6] There is an immense need for support from administration, financial support, and strengthening of the infrastructure (viz., skills laboratory and designing of new elective courses). [5, 6] In addition, there is a definite need to have a constant supervision over the entire process and that too across all four phases of undergraduation. Moreover, the support from faculty members is one of the crucial factors as the reform cannot be implemented without their positive response and collaboration. [4] [5] [6] To conclude, CBME is the ideal solution for meeting the varied needs of the general population in the future in Indian settings, but it definitely requires loads of groundwork and constant direction from the higher authorities for its smooth planning and implementation.
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